
 
WESPAC Foundation 
 

77 Tarrytown Road, Suite 2W 
White Plains, NY 10607 
wespacfoundation@gmail.com   
www.wespac.org  
Facebook: Explore WESPAC 
Twitter: @WESPAC_NY 
914.449.6514                                           
                                                 
 
 
Board of Directors                           
Teresa Delgado 
Gayle Dunkelberger 
Ema Froning 
Marina Guvenc 
Howard Horowitz 
Natalie Kabasakalian 
Delia Marx 
Jeanne Shaw 
Roberta Siegelbaum 
Latifa Williams 
 
Executive Director 
Nada Khader 
 
Advisory Board 
Julie Davis Carran 
Antoinette Klatzky 
A Surya Peterson 
Joanne Robinson-Boettcher 
 
Founders, 1974 
Connie Hogarth 
Charlie Scheiner 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                                                             
                                                                
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                                     Contributions to WESPAC Foundation are tax-deductible 

MEMORANDUM OF SUPPORT 
 

S.1716 (Bailey) /A.1431 (Lentol) – The 2019 Discovery for Justice 
Reform Act 

 
February 8, 2019 
 
WESPAC Foundation urges the Legislature to pass and the 
Governor to sign comprehensive criminal discovery reform this 
session. We strongly support the Discovery for Justice Reform Act 
S.1716 (Bailey) /A.1431 (Lentol), which will repeal the current 
“Blindfold Law” and bring early, open, and automatic discovery to 
our criminal legal system. 
 
In New York, unlike most of the rest of the country, prosecutors 
and police are not required to provide copies of police reports and 
other crucial documents or information or evidence related to their 
case to people facing criminal allegations or their attorneys until 
trial begins – months or years after an arrest. Because the vast 
majority of cases end in either dismissals or plea deals, rather than 
trials, nearly everybody who is accused of a crime in New York 
may never see all of the evidence. In short, they are “blindfolded.” 
This is includes police reports, witness statements, exculpatory 
information, and more. That is why many call New York’s 
discovery law the “Blindfold Law.” 
 
This unfair law fuels mass incarceration, case delays, and wrongful 
convictions. It prevents people facing criminal accusations from 
making informed decisions about plea offers, forcing many to 
choose between pleading guilty or suffering the well-documented 
brutality of jail while fighting the charges against them without 
access to crucial evidence. 
 
Again, WESPAC Foundation urges the legislature to pass and the 
Governor to sign comprehensive discovery reform this year. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Nada Khader, Executive Director 
WESPAC Foundation 
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